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ORDINANCE NO. 58q N . S .  
AN ORDINANCE [)F -I'IIE C ] I y  O~-i~L" PAS(] I)E R()[]I.I{S 

AMENDING life 51ON REOIJLAIIONS ADUPIED BY 
ORDINANCE 551N.S. 

N • HEREAS, Ordinance 551 N.S., adopted by the City Council March 
15, 1988, amende(~ the Zoning code to revise the requirements For 
architectural review, signs and canopies and awnings and said 
requirements were to be applied to all signs or sign changes 
throughout the City, arid 

WI4EREAS, well designed signs are one of the most prominent 
visual elements of a street, adding interest and variety to a 
building facade and attracting customers, and 

WHEREAS, signs play such an important role in 
of downtown that they are to be considered a 
the downtown program which includes the Main 
the Community Redevelopment Area, and 

the revitalization 
basic component of 
Street Program and 

WHEREAS, the following development standards are intended to help 
create signs which will maintain a high quality of development 
throughout the downtown area, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City oF 
El Paso de Robles, California, that the sign regulations 
contained within Section 21.20.110 of the Municipal Code, as 
adopted by Ordinance 551 N. s., be amended by the attached 
E×hibit "A". 

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS ?th day of November, 1989 by the 
following roll call vote: 

AYES: MARTIN, 

NOES: 

ABSEN]: DOLAN 

RUSSELL, CONWAY 

ATTEST: 

~IER'R'Y BA/~STON, CITY CLERK 
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19. Non-conforminq Siqn: A sign 

effective date of these guidelines which 
conform to the provisions hereof. 

in existence on the 
violates or does not 

20. Off-premises Siqn: A sign identifying 
product at some location other than the property 
i~ displayed. 

a business or 
where the sign 

Ie~sillg, or '  otherwise maintainir~g occupancy o f  a building o, a 
portion or a building. 

22. Pole Siqn2 A freestanding sign exceeding eight (8) 
feet in height. 

23. Political S iqn L A sign advertising 
public office, proposition, or other issue to 
electorate. 

any candidate for 
be voted on by the 

e4. Rot table Siqn: A sign which is capable of being 
carried or readily moved from one spot to another and which is 
not permanent in nature. 

25. Projectinq Siqn: A sign mounted 
perpendicular to the plane of the building 
signs are oriented to vehicular traffic. 

from the building 
surface. Projecting 

26. Public Safet~ Siqn: A sign determined by the director 
of public works as necessary for public safety or convenience. 

2?. Public ~ervice Siqn: A temporary, ~on~ommercial sign 
devoted to a religious, charitable, cultural, governmental, or 
educational purpose. 

28. Roof Si.9n#.: A sign supported by, attached to, or 
projecting through the roof of a building or higher than the eave 
line or parapet wall of a building. 

29. Sign:. Is any physical form of visual communication 
which is intended to be viewed from outdoor public areas. In 
addition, it shall include all parts, portions, units and 
materials composing same, together with illumination, frame, 
background, structure, support and anchorage thereof. This 
definition shall not apply to the following: 

a. Temporary signs~ 
b. Official notices authorized by a court, 
publi(: body or public office; 
c. Directional, warning or information signs 
authorized by federal, state or municipal 
authority for public safety. 

30. Siqnr Area: The ~urface space within a single 
continuous perimeter containing words, letters, figures, or 
symbols, together with any frame or material forming an ivTtegral 
part of the display but excluding support structures, face of 
building, and incidental parts not drawing attention to the 
subject matter. Except for subdivision signs, any sign area o17 
the reverse side of an allowed double faced sign shall not be 
included in a computation of" sign area, provided that the side 
excluded from sign area computation is no larger than the reverse 
side. 

31. Subdivision Siqn: A non-illuminated sign constructed 
for a period not to exceed six months and subject to six month 
extensions by the ARC for the purpose of advertising and 
directing people to a subdivision or apartment complex. 

32. Temporary Siqn: A sign interlded for" use over a period 
of not more than fourteen (lq) days constructed of paper, ~loth, 
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canvas, or other similar materials, with or without frame, 
whether displayed on a building or in windows. Temporary signs 
include but are not l~mited to flags, banners, pennants and 
decorations. 

33. Wall Mounted Siqn:. A sign mounted on an exterior w~ll 
of a building, if no alternative space is available for adequate 
identification, the ARC may consider a sign mounted on a block 

wall or fence as a wall mounted sign, provided that the block 
wa]) or Fence is an integral part oF the sito nY~ h[tect~irF, ,:~nd 
i i o l  " , i m l J l y  ~ Ilk, v i e . f ,  fu~ ';J£1tl q l i ~ l ) J d L y .  

34. Window Sign: Any sign painted o r  applied to window 
glass or hanging within the interior window perimeter. 

IV. PERMIT PROCEDURE 

I. Within the boundaries of the Redevelopment district, shown on 
figure I, all signs, including murals, either new or those 
existing signs that are proposed to be altered in any way other 
than repainting of existing or permitted background and text, 
shall be required to have a permit. 

2. Sign permits are subject to review by the Architecutral 
Review Committee (ARC). The ARC shall review and approve 
individual signage and master plan sign programs subject ~o the 
development standards contained herein. In the case of a master 
sign program, the property owner shall designate a person or 
firm a~ the primary liaison with the City. 

a. Proposals reviewed by ARC will have a written record of 
approval or denial pr-epared by the City Planning Division. 

b. ARC approval will result in issuance of permit. 

c. Conditional 
information which must 
before permit issuance. 

approval will specify additional 
be presented to the Planning Division 
No further action ARC would be required. 

d. A denial of a permit will specify in writing the 
reasons for the rejection. 

e. Written appeal of rejection may be made 
Commission within 15 days of the ARC's review. 

3. 
by 

4. 

to the Planning 

A fee, according to the Master Fee Schedule and established 
the City Council, will be charged for the ARC review. 

Application for a sign permit shall include: 

a. Planning application form signed by applicant and 
building owner; 

b. Two copies of elevation drawings of proposed 
accurately showirlg: 

i) Size, shape and support structure of sign; 
2) Dimensions, materials, lettering (including 
raised, flat or incised); 
3) Color samples; and, 
4) Method of illumination; 

C. 

facade and/or site 
sign(s); 

signs 

Two copies of a drawing or photo of existing building 

plan showing exact location of proposed 

d. Drawing of building facade showing how sign will be 
attached. 

e. Statement of intent of how applicant's sign will 
compliment/harmonize with existing building. 
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3. Icon and hanging signs shall be alloL~ed when such signs 
have a minimum clearance of 8-i/2 feet from the sidewalk and do 
not extend beyond half the distance of the awning or canopy 
projection. 

4. Icon and projecting signs shall have 
clearance from the sidewalk of 8--I/2 feet and extend 
than I/2 of the sidewalk width. 

a minimum 
no greater 

5. Portable and temporary siq~s used Fm ~q)ecial event~ 
which encroach on the public right of" way may be displayed at the 
business location upon approval of a Temporary Use Permit (TUP). 

C. SIZE OF SIGNS 

I. Total maximum allowable signage area for all signs 
including wall-mounted, projecting, and window signs for any 
building frontage shall be based on the following: For every one 
(i) linear foot of building frontage, two (2) square feet of sign 
area shall be allowed. The allowable sign area shall be applied 
only to the frontage used for calculating the sii~e of the sign 
(e.g., front and rear sign areas cannot be consolidated into one 
larger sign for the front of the building). 

2. Icon and projecting signs shall be attached at right 
angles to a building: 

I. No more than two faces. 
2. Maximum area of 15 square feet, 

sign height of three feet. 
3. If an 
included 

i con i s  
i n  f i g u r i n g  

with a maximum 

used as a bracket, it is to 
total signage area. 

be 

3. Awning sign size shall not exceed the surface of the 
awning or maximum allowed signage square footage, whichever is 
less. 

4. Window signs shall cover no more than 30% of the total 
glass area of the window on which they are placed. 

5. Portable signs, if and when permitted, shall not exceed 
eight (8) square feet per side. 

D. MATERIALS/DESIGN 

I. The use of most backlit franchise type plastic box 
signs or internally illuminated signs within the downtown 
business area will be discouraged. Backlit cabinet signs with 
light translucent lettering on dark or opaque background or use 
of individual plastic letters that are compatible in size and 
style with the building will be considered. 

2. No Fluorescent materials and/or paints shall be 
allowed. 

3. Sign colors shall compliment the 
building. 

No stark white, only off-white, shall be allowed. 

colors of the 

4. The maximum number of letter styles permitted is three 
(two is preferred). Flat surt'ace signs shall be painted in such a 
manner as to create the appearance of deptln. 

5. Sign panel materials shall be compatible with facade 
materials. Use of wood or metal is encouraged. 

6. All illuminated signs shall be designed in such a way 
as to avoid undue glare or reflection oF light o n  private 
property in the surrounding area. 

215 

6 



O] 

E) 

rn 

i 

7t 
avoided. 
the leas t  

Backlighting and high intensity lights 
Instead use lighting directed at the sign and 
visible manner possible. 

should be 
placed in 

8. Borders around signs are recommended. 

9. Signs sha l l  be incorporated in to  the bu i l d ing  facade 
whenever possible. 

are 

vii. 

I 0 .  I ] b j l e c l ; , ' ~  i"Ll l l ( i ,  t l C ~ t b i n ( j  ,':'l,,, ' : " , i (J l~ , ,  ,~kt e~ c ~ { ) L ~ i i ~ h ' ~  r4..I 
subject to regulatloll pursuant to this ordinance. 

NO~-CONFORMING SIGNS 

!i It~lIEi (~IIC.J 

I .  A non-conforming sign sha l l  not be s t r u c t u r a l l y  
altered, increased in area, relocated, or be used or modified to 
adve r t i se  another occupant o f  the premises who opens a d i f f e r e n t  
type o f  business from which the sign adve r t i ses ,  unless i t  is 
made to comply with all the provisions of these guidelines. 

e. As a cond i t i on  o f  issuance o f  a d i s c r e t i o n a r y  C i t y  
approval, any sign which does not conform to the requirements of 
these guidelines shall be 
requirements herein through 

REPLACEMENT VALUE 
$500 or less 
$501 to $i000 
$1001 to $3000 
$3001 and up 

removed or made to conform to the 
the following amortization schedule: 

TIME PERIOD 
One (I) year 
Two (2) years 
Three (3) years 
Any Six (6) month 
increment thereafter 
to a maximum period 
of Five (5) years 

up 

3. Sign valuation shall be determined by a cost per square 
foot which distinguishes between illuminated and non-illuminated 
signs to be set by the Building Official and recorded on the 
Master Fee Schedule. Valuation shall be based on the cost of 
replacing the sign. 

V I I I .  PROHIBITED SIGNS 

The following signs and/or sign structures are prohibited: 

I. Signs o r  sign structures 
location resemble or conflict with 
device; 

which by color, wording, or 
any traffic control sign oi- 

2. 

view of pedestrian and vehicular traffic; 

3. Signs that rotate, move, glare, flash, change, 
blink, or appear to do any of the foregoing; 

4. Roof signs when projecting above the roof line; 

Signs that create a safety hazard by obstructing clear 

the following 

For sale, rent or lease signs, 
Political signs, 

Regional center identification signs, 

5. Freestanding signs, except for 
and elsewhere regulated signs: 

a. Subdivision signs, 
b. Construction signs, 
c. Public safety signs, 
d. Planter signs, 
e. 

f. 
g. 

6. 

reflect s 

provided 

h. Portable signs with appropriate permits; 

Off-premises signsj except for: 
a. Subdivision signs, 
b. Political signs, 

217 

V 



/ 

.._J ~ "W_. .% -%.,:e~,o ~%,-. " o~  '~ >" ~ ;  '% ' - 6 .  

°"o,? . ~%2 °', "°'2"¢o,, "~ '~'o2% " % Y , .  "-~ 

'¢J,.~%"," - ~--."%~ -~oo " ,o - , % / Q . :  % --o~,)- ,go~ o o~. ', 
"% 7 ~,. e. "%, '~ ,. "%' -'~% "%7¢' ~ "% "~o %,~. %, 

'~-I" c'o.,"-'~ /."9..) " 6  ~'~'A O~>: ~'~ /- ~'o- %- ~0 "O.-. "<"~'O "e<., 

'-. ,,/-u _.'o>., ,- "X~.( ~%,."~, '9 -~ .,. "6¢ "9 " '%',Co 

%--% , - ~y~/%,. oo -.. %:,%. ~,~ ,-',.~. --c, 6,. 
~o : 2 '  ,. o ,%o_. ,  Zo.,o,,~. \... ~oo~ %:., ,% - ,>~,~ 

,~ " "--w "'~ " o L"~e." % ; :  %,.  ~ "~ • ~,~ ~",- 

_., CO ~ ~O c 6 Z,.-, 0 v . :  O~ O - ~ t ' , .  ( . ,~  - 

'~%~o., -~.o:> j o%. '~oZoo.'O_ " o,%~.. % 2 ~_ " 
"~;"~;°e- '~ o" ~-":'- "%g%o" % ~>,'% - "o,:,~ ,, 

0~/~, ~6 (%/ %. ,~?.o o ° o ~ " e  ~ ~ .  " 
"~4,~. e % % ~> " ' "%e e,. -, 

@4/~: J ~^ e" 0 /0 '0"~6 "?., 

"%.. %,.." 6,. 
O ""b@ ~O " 

% 


