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ORDINANCE NO. 730 N.S. 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES 
AMENDING SECTION 21.19.070 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE 

(CODE AMENDMENT 97005) 
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WHEREAS, the City has initiated Code Amendment 97005 to revise the regulations contained within 
Municipal Code Section 21.19,070 pertaining to wall-mounted and projecting/icon signs; and 

WHEREAS, the Land Use Element of the General Plan and the Economic Strategy call for the City to 
take measures to revitalize the downtown, the latter specifically calling for measures to "Facilitate the 
development of more entertainment opportunities in the downtown"; and 

WHEREAS, at its meeting of June 10, 1997, the Planning Commission took the following actions 
regarding this ordinance: 

a. Considered the facts and analysis, as presented in the staff report prepared for this 
project; 

b. Conducted a public hearing to obtain public testimony on the proposed ordinance; 

c. Did not recommend that the City Council adopt the proposed ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, at its meeting of June 17, 1997, the City Council took the following actions regarding this 
ordinance: 

a. Considered the facts and analysis, as presented in the staff report prepared for this 
project; 

b. Considered the recommendation of the Planning Commission regarding this code 
amendment; 

c. Conducted a public hearing to obtain public testimony on the proposed ordinance; 

d. Based on the information contained in the Initial Study, the City Council found that 
there would not be a significant impact on the environment as a result of the code 
amendment and adopted a Negative Declaration in accordance with the California 
Envirotunental Quality Act. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT KNOWN that the Paso Robles City Council, based upon the substantial 
evidence presented at the above referenced public heating, including oral and written staffreports, finds 
as follows: 

1. The above stated facts of this ordinance are true and correct. 

2. This code amendment is consistent with the City's General Plan. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF "FILE CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES DOES 
ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION l, Section 21.19.070 of the Municipal Code hereby amended to read as shown in the 
attached Exhibit A. 

SECTION 2, Publication. The City Clerk shall cause this ordinance to be published once within 
fifteen (15) days after its passage in a newspaper of general circulation, printed, published and 
circulated in the City in accordanc~ with Section 36933 of the Government Code. 
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SECTION 3. Severabilitv. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of the Ordinance is, 
for any reason, found to be invalid or unconstitutional, such finding shall not affect the remaining 
portions of  this Ordinance. 

The City Council hereby declares that it would have passed this ordinance by section, subsection, 
sentence, clause, or phrase irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, 
sentences, clauses, or phrases are declared unconstitutional. 

SECTION 4. Inconsistency. To the extent that the terms of provisions of this Ordinance may be 
inconsistent or in conflict with the terms or conditions of any prior City ordinance(s), motion, 
resolution, rule, or regulation governing the same subject matter thereof and such inconsistent and 
conflicting provisions of prior ordinances, motions, resolutions, rules, and regulations are hereby 
repealed. 

SECTION 5. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall go into effect and be in full force and effect at 
12:01 a.m on the 31st day after its passage. 

Introduced at a regular meeting of the City Council held on June 17, 1997, and passed and adopted by 
the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles on the 1st day of July, 1997, by the following roll call 
vote, to wit: 

AYES: Baron, Iversen, Macklin, Swanson, and Picanco 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: None 

ABSTAIN: None 

D~ane J. Picanco, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

Madelyn Paasch, (~.~ty Clerk " 

/ 

ED~CODE AMENDWlCUNTOCKS S#GNLORD 
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EXHIBITA - REVISED SECTION 21.19.070 
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Section 21.19.070 City-Wide Sign Design Standards and Regulations. This section establishes design standards for 
all signs, regardless of their location in tile City. 

A. General Design Standards* 

I. Sigus silall utilize nmterials, colors, and design niotlfs that are culUpaliblc with the nrchilocture and color of the 
buildings on-site. Tile DRC may require signs to be in conformance with uther adopted design guidelines such 
as those prepared for the Main Street Area and the Redevelopment District Subarens or others flint may be 
subsequently adopted. 

2. Sign messages for identification signs shall be lilnited to idcotification of thc business or file primary type of 
activity conducted on tile premises. 

Siguage for an establishnmut within a Inulli-tcuant ccn|cr shall be in hannony with the signage of the emire 
center. Tire theme of such signage slmll be approved as a pan of the master sign plan during the review of the 
precise plan for tile center. For all master sign programs, the property owner slmll designate a person or firm as 
the primary liaison with file City. The City is under no obligation to approve multi-tenant signs that include all 
tenants. 

4. Signage shall be designed in scale and proportion to the building it serves in a manner that ,,viii create visual 
balance. 

5. Signs slmll be designed in a manner compatible widi surrounding sigas that conform with file City's sign 
ordinance and applicable design guidelines. 

6. In the case of applications for conditional use permits for occupancy of existing buildings or sites or for 
architectural review for either a facade renovation or change in a portion of a property's signage, the Planning 
Commission or DRC may impose conditions to require timt any existing incompatible and/or non-conforming 
signs be removed or brought into conformance according to the amortization schedule set forth in Section 
21.19.090. Such conditions may include a schedule or phasing plan for bringing such signs into conformance. 
Said schedule will bceome part of the sign penuit approval. 

7. On-site landscaping shall be designed so timt it does not significantly impair the visibility of signs within 
colmnereial or industrial centers. 

8. Sign colors and materials shall compliment tim colors and architecture of the building. The DRC may dctennine 
certain colors to be inappropriate for the site, district, or neighborhood. (e.g. In general, stark while, fluorescent 
or garish colors are not penuitled; only off-white shades are permitted.) 

9. All illuminated signs shall be designed in such a way as to avoid undue glare or reflection of light on private 
property in file surrounding area. 

10. Backlighting and high intensity lights should be avoided. Instead use lighting directed at the sign and placed in 
the least visible maturer possible. 

11. Momtment and icon signs are encouraged as effective and attractive modes of signage that enhance community 
appearance and reduce visual clutter. 

B. Wall-mounted, projecting, hanging, icon, awning, and roof signs: 

. Sign Area limits: For any building or tenant space frontage, tile total maximum sign area for all signs including 
wall-mounted, projecting, hanging, awning, and roof signs, but excluding freestanding and icon signs, shall not 
exceed one (1) square foot of sign area for every linear foot of building with street frontage. Subject to DRC 
approval, tile allowable sign area may be applied on any side of a building provided that tim total square footage 
of all signage slmll not exceed the sign area limits for the building. 

Exception: Within file downtown area described as file geographical area bounded by 7th Street oil file south, 
17th Street on file north, Oak and Vine Streets on tile `'vest and Slate Highway 101 on tile east, as shown on 
Figure 21.22-4, tim maximum allowable sign area shall be based on beth public street and alley frontages. The 
nmximtun sign area for any building side slmll not exceed otto square foot for every linear foot of street or alley 
frontage. A building side with no frontage on a street or alley may receive tile sign area allotment for an 
opposite building side that has street or alley frontage, provided that file maximum sign area on file building side 
that has street or alley frontage is reduced proportionately. Multi-tenant buildings may allocate any portion of a 
frontages' mx imum allowable sign area to any one specified tenant, even if the frontage of the specified tenant's 
space is less titan file corresponding sign area. Other tenant uses' maximum sign areas must then be reduced 
accordingly. 
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2. Awning Signs: Awning sigus sball be painted or applied flat against rite awning surface. 

3. Clearanee and Projection Limits: Icon, projecting, and Imaging signs slmll lmve a minimum vertical clearance 
of eight and oue-half (8½) feet from a public or private sidewalk or a driveway. All signs slmll comply wiLh 
applicable Building and Fire Codes. 

4. Icon and Projecting Signs: Icon and projecting signs shall confonn with the following standards: 

a. They shall be atlached at right angles to a building; 

b. They slmll have no more than two faces; 

c. They sl,,all be litnited to a maximum area of twcoty-five (25) square feet. 

d. lfan icon is used as a bracket, the bracket is to be included in figuring total signage area. 

5. Window Signs: Wnidow signs shall cover 11o more than thirty percent of the total glass area of the window on 
wlticb they are placed. 

6. Roof Signs: Roof signs shall not project above the highest ridge or parapet. 

C. Ft'eestanding Signs. 

1. Number of Signs and Sign Messages: 

a. Nmnber of Businesses or Activities Per Lot: Freestanding signs that identify one or two businesses or 
activities shall be limited to no more than one sign per street frontage. 

b. Multi-tenant Centers: Freestanding signs that identify a multi-tenant center (three or more tenants) shall 
limit the sign copy to die nalne of the multi-tenant center. The DRC may permit one multi-tenant center 
identification sign per street frontage. The Planning Commission may provide for one multi-tenant 
directory sign. The directory sign may be located off-site ff it is determined by the Planning Commission 
flint because of unique land use or property ownership patterns such a directory sign is necessary, 
reasuoable, and would avoid what could other, vise be a proliferation of individual user signs. 

c. Service Stations: Price sigus shall be incorporated into rite freestanding signs and slmll not exceed twenty- 
four (24) square feet in area and six (6) feet in height and slmll comply with state law. 

2. Sign Area and Height: Except for Highway-Oriented Signs meeting the loeational criteria established in 
subsection (C)(5) of fltis section, all freestanding signs shaU be monument signs that do not exceed thirty-two 
(32) square feet in area and six (6) feet in height. Height limits include the arcltitecturally integrated 
base/foundation of a sign, measmed from the Itighest adjacent ground level. These sign size limitations apply to 
directory signs that combine on and off-site identification. 

3. Re-Use of E,,dsting Pole Signs: E~sting Pole Signs, as defined by lifts cbapter, nmy be refaced with new sign 
text provided flint all of the following criteria are met: 

a. The pole sign is located outside of file City's historic downtown district as defined by die adopted Main 
Street Design Guideline District boundaries (excepting those properties along Riverside Avenue, east of the 
Railroad tracks); 

b, The pole sign is not located along the Spring Street corridor; 

c. The change in sign text does not reflect a change in the nature of the business activity (a cbange in 
ownership, corporate logo, or signagc dcsign would be pomdtted), 

d. The signs size and/or height is not increased: 

e. A sign permit is first obtained from the Development Re'dew Conunittee. 

4. Location: 

a. No sign, pole, or base of a support structure for a momanent sign slkall be placed wiflfin the public right-of- 
way. 

b. Freestanding signs shall not be placed in any location that would obstruct motodsls' clear view of p~lestrian 
and velticular traffic, 

¢, Wherever possible, freestanding signs slmll be located wiflfin landscaped areas. 
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5. Highway-Oriented Signs: 

6. 

a. Highway..oriented signs arc subject to approval of a conditional use pemfit and may only be placed in 
colmnercial zoning districts, on those properties Ileal" file intersections of Slate Highways 101 and 46 
specifically indicated on Figure 21.19-1 set out at the end of this chapter. 

b. Conditional Use Permits for highway-oriented signs shall only be approved for those signs that identify 
tourist-oriented businesses such as g~tsnlinc service sl:lliol|s, resl:ntr;nlls, nlolcls, ;nat regional commcrci;fl 
Lk~S. 

c. The Planning Commission or DRC may require minimum clearances beneath a ltighway-oriented sign 
where necessary to protect the public health and safety. 

Billboards: On private property, subject to approval of a conditional use permit. On public property, owned in 
fee or easement, the cily council may approve billboards and other off-premises signs designed to provide public 
infonualioo relative Io goods and services available wilhin the city without the need for a condilional use pemdt. 

7. Kesideutial Zones: In residential zoning districts, monument signs may be used ,as follows: 

a. To identify a subdivision or apartment project. Where a subdivision or aparUnent project has been required 
to construct an eight (8) foot high masonry wall for noise attenuation ptulxr~s, an identification sign may 
be incorporated into such a wall provided that file top of rite lettering or symbols do not exceed six (6) feet. 

b. To identify a use for which a conditiotml use permit has been approved (eg. church). 

8. Regional Cormnereial Zones: 

a. Freestanding signs are subject to approval in conjtmction widl an associated development plan application. 
In the absence of a discretionary development applicatioo, file sign(s) would be subject to approval by the 
development review committee (DRC). 

b. The number, size, and height of freestanding signs for a regional cormnereial center are to be designed in 
appropriate scale and proportion to file center and in accordance with parameters to be established by 
resolution of the city council. 

D. Tempora ry  Signs. Temporary signs shall comply with the following conditions: 

1. Type and Location Limitations: Temporary signs are limited to: 

a. Banners that are placed on tile surface of existing buildings, subject to the provisions of this section; 

b. Inflatable signs, subject to a Temporary Use Permit. 

No other temporary signs are permitted. 

2. Banner Signs: 

a. Number of Signs Permitted. A maximum of one temporary sign per street frontage, with a maximum 
of two temporary signs per business. More than two temporary signs shall require a sign permit to be 
approved by tile development review committee (DRC). 

b. Sign Size and Area. The sign area for temporary signs shall not exceed one (1) square foot per linear 
foot of building or tenant space frontage. Sign size and area limitations would not apply to inflatable 
signs. 

C. Design Standards. "Day-glow" and fluorescent colors are prohibited. Lettering must be of 
professional quality, done in uniform, readily legible characters. Signs shall be constructed of 
materials that can withstand outdoor weather conditions (i.e., from materials such as cloth, canvas, or 
vinyl plastic, but not frmu paper or cardboard). 

d. Time Limits. 

(1) Each business or activity shall be limited to placing temporary signs on no more than six separate 
occasions per calendar year. Each such occasion shall be limited to no more than thirty 
consecutive days and shall be separated from other occasions by a period of not less than thirty 
days. 

(2) In addition to the temporary signs permitted by (D)(2)(d)(1) of this section, the development 
review committee may approve the use of temporary signs for ongoing/recurring events. 
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3. 

4. 

Inflatable Signs: Subject to securing a Temporary Use Permit, inflatable signs (e.g. blimps and balloons) 
may be temporarily permitted subject to meeting the following criteria: 

a. The applicant's business is located on a site/parcel of 2 acres or greater. (A freestanding parcel which 
is part of a larger multi-tenant center wllich is located on a site of 2 acres or larger would meet this 
criteria). 

h. A nnllli-tcuant center in excess of Iwn (2) acres is cunsidcicd a sin l, le sile. 

c. Tire maximum number of cumulative days that the inflatable advertising may be displayed, per site, 
shall be ninety (90) days within any calendar year. The ninety (90) day maximum shall apply to the 
sum of all businesses in a raulti-tenant center (the number of days that each individual tenant uses an 
inflatable sign shall count towards the total for the center). 

d. No nmre than one inflatable sign shall be pcrtniltcd at any given time per site and/or nmlti-lenant 
ceuler, 

Exception to temporary sign regulations. Upon approval of a temporary use permit, during the first 
thirty days that a new business is open, there are no limitations on the size, location and nature of 
temporary signs as long as said signs do not adversely impact the public health, safety or welfare. 

Public Service Signs: Public service signs may be approved by the city council for specific time periods 
and for specific locations on either public or private properly based on a finding that tim proposed sign(s) 
provide a public service and do not have an adverse impact on community appearance. Public service 
signs shall be limited to thirty-two (32) square feet in area and six (6) feet in height. 

E. Real Estate Directional Signs. Real Estate Directional Signs are subject to tile following conditions: 

1. They shall not exceed six (6) feel in height and/or tlfirty-two (32) square feet in area; 

2. DRC approval is required for the nmnber, location, size, height and design of such signs; except for the 
following instances: 

a. Where only one real estate directioual sign is placed on a privately-owned parcel; and 

b. Tile real estate directional sign is six (6) square feet or less in area in residential zoning districts and eight 
(8) square feet or less in area ia conanercial and industrial zoning districts; 

3. Written consent of the owner of the property on which thc real estate directional sign is to be placed; 

4. Posting of a bond or other security of no less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) per sign, to be approved by the 
City Planner to ensure the removal of such signs; 

5. Real estate directional signs slmll be removed within six inonths of file date of Development Review Coounittce 
approval. The DRC may grant successive six month ren~vals of permits to place real estate direclional signs if 
requests for such renewals are made in writing and submitted to tile Planning Division prior to the expiration 
date of a permit. 

6. The City may authorize tile establislunent of a "kiosk" type of real estate directional sign program in wltich 
several signs directing the public to different properties may be placed on a single support structure, provided 
that rite signs are of a uniform size and design. Such a prograra may allow kiosks to be placed either on private 
property or in the public right-of-way and to be exempt from tile requirements of subsections E(1) tiwougb E(5) 
of this section. 

F. PoliticaISigns. Politieal signs shall conibrm to the following regulations: 

1. In residential zoning districts, they shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area and sball be subject to file 
following height limits: 

a. They shall not exceed a height of three (3) feet within tim required front yard setback and, for comer lots, 
the required setback for tile side yard abutting a street; 

b. Outside of file setback areas mentioned above, riley shall be six (6) feet or less in height; 

2. In all other zoning districts, they shall be six (6) feet or less in height and tifirty-two (32) square feet or less in 
area; 

3. They sl~l  not be placed earlier than ninety (90) days prior to an election and shall be removed no later than 
seven (7) days following an election; 

4 



[-- 
I.(3 
CO 
-9  
1:13 
<Z 

149  

4. They shall not be placed in the public right-of-way or on public property; 

5. They shall not be the typo of sign prolfibited by Section 21.19.070, subsections H1 through H7. 

6. They shall not be located within one hundred (100) feet of any polling place. 

G. Use of Puhlic Right-of-way. Placcmenl of signs within or projcclion of signs inlo the right.-of-way or a public 
slrect is plohibiled oxecpl ['ur Ihe following lyl~s of signs: 

1. Public safely signs mid off-premises directional signs for public facilities; 

2. Hanging, Icon, or projecting signs that confonn to the rcquiremcnls set forth in section 21.19.070.B; 

3. Temporary signs related to and during City-sponsored and City Council-authorized events and then in 
aecordance with any condilions ~ t  by ICn|l~onlry nSC permit to prolcct Ibe public health and ~'ll'cly. 

4. Kiosk real estate directional signs as provided in section 21.19.070.E.6. 

5. Off-premises signs and billboards approved by the City Council. 

H. Prohibi ted Signs. The folloB4ng signs and/or sign structures are prolfibited: 

1. Signs or sign structures which by color, wording, or location resemble or conflict with any traffic control sign or 
device; 

2. Signs that create a safety hazard by obstructing clear view of pedestrian aod vebicular traffic; 

3. Signs that rotate, move, glare, flasb, change, reflect, blink, or appear to do any of the foregoing including 
electronic message boards; (Exception: signs wlfich display thne and temperatm'e may be pormitted by the 
DRC.) 

4. Signs that identify a business or activity no longer located at a premises; 

5. Bench signs; 

6. Signs on public property, execpt when anthorized by the appropriate public agency; 

7. Temporary signs other than those listed under section 21.19.070.D; 

8. Off-premise signs except for real esta~ directional signs, tcmpormy signs, dirocto~y signs and public facility 
directional sigtm in conformance with rids chapter; 

9. Veldclc-mounted signs, as defined by Sgction 21.19.020. 


