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WATER WELL 
APPLICATION AND PERMIT 

 
 

The City of Paso Robles Municipal Code Section 14.06 requires a permit for the 
construction or modification of water wells within City Limits.  The construction of wells is 

subject to Ordinance Nos. 1000 N.S. and 1002 N.S. (“Interim Ordinance”) and Review 
Procedures for Private Well Permit Applications.  

 
 
Map: Please submit a map showing the exact location of the proposed well and within 200 feet the following features:  

property lines, sewage systems or lines, any water body or water courses, intermittent or perennial, drainage 
pattern of the property, existing wells and access roads. 

 
1. Location:                

                           (Address / Coordinates)            Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 
 

2. Name of Well Driller:  ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Use of Well:  _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Well to be Replaced 

Drillers Log Attached:  _____   _____   Casing Size: _______________   Historical Wetted Depth: ________________ 
         Y             N   

5. New Well 
Casing Size: ________________   Depth to Groundwater: _________________   Depth of Well: __________________ 

 
6. Estimated Max Pumping Rate: ___________________________   Estimated Max Use: __________________________ 

                GPM      GPM 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

(This Area for City Use Only) 
 
 
Permit No.:       Permit Issued By:          
      (Name & Title)  Director of Public Works 
  
Issue Date:        Expiration Date:      

 
 
Conditions: 
 

1. Well use shall conform to the terms of the attached Well Agreement and the information provided on this permit application. 

2. The City shall be notified 24 hours in advance of drilling and within 72 hours after completion 

3. The driller shall provide a completion report to the City including well log. 

 
 

THIS PERMIT MUST BE POSTED AT ALL TIMES AT THE WELL SITE DURING CONSTRUCTION 
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SUBJECT:  Ordinance No. 1000 N.S. 
Review Procedures for Private Wells Permit Applications 

The subject Interim Ordinance is in effect through February 5, 2016, and disallows the issuance of 
City permits for construction of new private wells as well as for “the modification, rehabilitation or 
reconstruction of an existing well that would increase the amount of groundwater capable of being 
extracted from the Paso Robles Groundwater Basin”. 

The purpose of this memo is to describe the administrative policy/interpretation to be followed in 
the review of private well applications that fall in the “modification, rehabilitation or reconstruction” 
category.  

1. First examine whether the City may extend potable or recycled water service to the property 
in question.1  Consider this the preferred course of action, particularly when peak demand 
for applicant does not overlap historic summertime peak demand periods citywide. 

2. If extension of City water service is deemed infeasible, seek information from the applicant 
demonstrating that the proposed well is indeed a “modification, rehabilitation or 
reconstruction” of an existing well that would not increase the amount of groundwater 
capable of being extracted.  Specifically: 

a. Original driller’s log for the well to be replaced or other acceptable information 
demonstrating the diameter, depth, perforated zones, and historic water level of the well 
to be replaced. 

b. Proposed well reconstruction (depth, diameter, perforated zones, etc.) under present 
water levels and other evidence supporting that the proposed well has similar extraction 
capabilities as the well to be replaced.   

For example, if a well proposed for replacement is 8” diameter, 200 feet deep and historic water levels 
were 110 feet below the ground surface, that means it had a “wetted depth” of 90 feet. 

If present water levels are 180 feet below the ground surface, then the proposed replacement well would be 
considered to have an equal extraction capability if it were also 8” diameter* and drilled to a depth of 
270 feet: 

                                                 
1 Muni Code Section 14.06.132 “It is the goal of the city of El Paso de Robles to supply water to all premises within 
the boundaries of the city.” 
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180’ current depth to groundwater  +   
90’ of original wetted depth                         =  270’ replacement well depth 

3. If satisfactory evidence of like extraction capability is provided, require that the existing well 
be properly destroyed and abandoned in accordance with a County Health Department 
permit.  Also, require metering and regular reporting of on-site usage to the City as well as 
measurement and reporting of Spring and Autumn water levels to the City2. 

 

                                                 
2 Spring water level measurements traditionally measured in April of each year; Autumn readings measured in 
October. 
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