
 

 

 
 
This information bulletin is published to guide applicants through a streamlined permitting process for solar 
photovoltaic (PV) projects 10 kW in size or smaller. This bulletin provides information about submittal 
requirements for plan review, required fees and inspections.  

1. Approval Requirements  

The following permits are required to install a solar PV system with a maximum power output of 10 kW or 
less: 

a) Building Permit  

Planning review IS NOT required for solar PV installations of this size.  
Fire Department approval IS NOT required for solar PV installations of this size. 

2. Submittal Requirements 

a) Completed permit application form. This permit application form can be downloaded at: 
http://www.prcity.com/government/departments/commdev/building/packets/pdf/BuildingPermitApp.
pdf 

b) Demonstrate compliance with the eligibility checklist for expedited permitting. These criteria can be 
downloaded at http://www.prcity.com/government/departments/commdev/building/packets 
(Toolkit Document #2) 

c) A completed Standard Electrical Plan. The standard plan may be used for proposed solar installations 10 
kW in size or smaller and can be downloaded at 
http://www.prcity.com/government/departments/commdev/building/packets (Toolkit Documents #3 
& #4) 

d) A roof plan showing roof layout, PV panels and the following fire safety items: approximate location of 
roof access point, location of code-compliant access pathways, PV system fire classification and the 
locations of all required labels and markings. Examples of clear path access pathways are available in the 
State Fire Marshal Solar PV Installation Guide. 
http://osfm.fire.ca.gov/pdf/reports/solarphotovoltaicguideline.pdf 

e) Completed expedited Structural Criteria along with required documentation. Structural Criteria can be 
downloaded at http://www.prcity.com/government/departments/commdev/building/packets 
(Toolkit Document #5) 

For non-qualifying systems, provide structural drawings and calculations stamped and signed by a 
California-licensed Civil, Structural Engineer, or Licensed Architect.  

3. Plan Review 

Permit applications can be submitted to the Building Department in person at 1000 Spring Street, 2nd Floor. 

Permits should be reviewed in THREE DAYS OR LESS. 
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4. Fees 

Submittal Fee:   $110.00 
Permit Issuance:   $344.00  
Total:    $454.00 
Main Panel Changes/Upgrade:  $76.00 
 
*All fees are subject to change depending on valuation, annual increases, and/or multiple rounds of plan 
checks. All fees must be payable by cash or check made out to City of Paso Robles.  
 

5. Inspections 

Once all permits to construct the solar installation have been issued and the system has been installed, it 
must be inspected before final approval is granted for the solar system. On-site inspections can be 
scheduled by contacting the Building Department by telephone at 805-227-7222. Inspection requests 
received prior to 4:00 pm are typically scheduled for the next business day.  

Permit holders must be prepared to show conformance with all technical requirements in the field at the 
time of inspection. The inspector will verify that the installation is in conformance with applicable code 
requirements and with the approved plans. 

The inspection checklist provides an overview of common points of inspection that the applicant should be 
prepared to show compliance (Toolkit Document #6) 

6. Departmental Contact Information 

For additional information regarding this permit process, please consult our departmental website at 
http://www.prcity.com/government/departments/commdev/building/ or contact the building 
Department at 805-237-3850. 
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