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Dear Property Owner/Tenant: July 30, 2015

Notice of Public Hearing
Regarding Proposed Increases in Solid Waste Service Rates

The City Council of the City of Paso Robles will conduct a public hearing on the proposed increases to solid 
waste service rates on: September 15, 2015 at 7:30 pm at the following location:

City of Paso Robles, Council Chambers
1000 Spring Street, Paso Robles CA  93446

This notice is being sent to all City property owners and tenants receiving solid waste service.  If adopted the 
proposed new rates would take effect January 1, 2016, with increases annually thereafter for 4 years.  This 
notice also describes how to file a protest to this proposed action.  All property owners/tenants and other 
interested parties are invited to attend the public hearing and be heard on the matter.

REASON FOR THE PROPOSED SOLID WASTE SERVICE RATE INCREASES & BASIS UPON WHICH 
THE PROPOSED SOLID WASTE RATE INCREASES WERE CALCULATED 

The City of Paso Robles has an exclusive franchise agreement with Paso Robles Waste & Recycling (PRW&R) 
for the collection and handling of solid waste, green waste, and recycling within the City (collectively, “solid 
waste services”) to homes and businesses throughout the City.  Pursuant to the franchise agreement, solid waste 
service fees are imposed on customers within the City who receive solid waste services from PRW&R. The 
revenues from these fees are used to pay PRW&R for the solid waste services provided under the franchise 
agreement.  

The franchise agreement establishes a process for revising the amount that PRW&R will charge the City for the 
solid waste services it provides within the City.  Solid waste collection fees have not been increased since 2008,
but PRW&R’s cost of providing solid waste services to City customers have increased, including increased 
tipping fees at the City landfill, and significant increases in green waste processing fees and other operating 
expenses. Pursuant to the agreement, PRW&R is proposing to increase the rates it charges the City for these 
services.  PRW&R applied for a rate increase in August 2014, amended that request in December 2014, and 
provided all supporting documentation to the City.

In December 2014, City Council authorized preparation of a rate study in accordance with Resolution No. 14-
166 and the franchise agreement. The City retained R3 Consulting Group, Inc. to prepare the rate study and 
examine PRW&R’s requested rate increase.  R3 analyzed PRW&R’s projected increased expenses, as well as 
expenses related to providing new service levels, such as allowing customers to use smaller 20-gallon 
containers at a lower rate.  R3 concluded rate increases were warranted and recommended they be implemented 
over a five-year period, although at lower rates than proposed by PRW&R.  

Based on the rate study and as recommended by R3, proposed solid waste collection rate increases are proposed 
as follows and as shown in the table on the following page.  Additional information regarding the basis for the 
proposed rate increase are set forth in R3’s rate study (“Final Report: 2015 Detailed Rate Review Paso Robles 
Waste & Recycling & Paso Robles Roll-Off,” dated July 13, 2015), which is available at 
www.prcity.com/solidwaste or City Hall, as well as the staff report and supporting documents provided to the 
City Council for its meeting on July 21, 2015 (agenda item #10: Solid Waste Service – Proposed Rate 
Increase,” available at http://prcity.com/government/citycouncil/agendas/2011-2015/2015_cc_agd_07-21.pdf).

PROPOSED EFFECTIVE DATES AND PERCENTAGE INCREASES IN RATES

Proposed Effective Date Proposed Rate Increase

January 1, 2016 9.46%

January 1, 2017 5.90%

January 1, 2018 3.41%

January 1, 2019 3.13%

January 1, 2020 2.44%
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PROPOSED MONTHLY SOLID WASTE SERVICE RATES (PARTIAL LIST)

Monthly 
Service Rate 

in Effect since 
2008(1)

Effective 
1/1/16

Effective 
1/1/17

Effective 
1/1/18

Effective 
1/1/19

Effective 
1/1/20

Annual Increase ==> 9.46% 5.90% 3.41% 3.13% 2.44%
Residential

20 Gal automated at curb n/a 25.52$ 26.94$ 27.81$ 28.64$ 29.31$

40 Gal automated at curb $26.42 28.79$ 30.40$ 31.39$ 32.33$ 33.09$

60 Gal automated at curb $34.57 37.71$ 39.85$ 41.16$ 42.41$ 43.41$

90 Gal automated at curb $38.13 41.60$ 43.98$ 45.43$ 46.81$ 47.91$

Commercial
40 Gal can, 1 time per week $33.36 36.22$ 38.14$ 39.29$ 40.37$ 41.22$

60 Gal can, 1 time per week $48.25 52.51$ 55.38$ 57.11$ 58.74$ 60.03$

90 Gal can, 1 time per week $59.95 65.31$ 68.93$ 71.11$ 73.17$ 74.81$

1 Yard 1 bin, 1 time per week n/a 97.54$ 103.05$ 106.37$ 109.52$ 112.03$

1 1/2 Yard 1 bin, 1 time per week $97.12 105.97$ 111.98$ 115.60$ 119.03$ 121.76$

2 Yards 1 bin, 1 time per week $113.84 124.27$ 131.34$ 135.61$ 139.66$ 142.88$

3 Yards 1 bin, 1 time per week $147.28 160.85$ 170.06$ 175.64$ 180.92$ 185.13$

4 Yards 1 bin, 1 time per week $214.08 233.93$ 247.42$ 255.59$ 263.33$ 269.51$

(1)  Maximum Service Rates per Council action; Resolution 08-097 dated July 1, 2008.

Customer/Service Type

Proposed Monthly Rates(2)

(2) Monthly rates shown are inclusive of IWMA surcharge and property purchase surcharge per account.

The proposed rate schedule for all solid waste services is available for viewing on-line at 
www.prcity.com/solidwaste.

HOW TO BE HEARD 
Any record owner of a parcel upon which the Solid Waste Service Rates are proposed for imposition and any tenant 
directly liable for the payment of Solid Waste Service Rates (i.e., a customer of record) may submit a written protest to 
the proposed rate increases to the City’s solid waste service rates; provided, however, only one written protest will be 
counted per identified parcel.  Any written protest must: (1) state that the identified property owner or tenant is in 
opposition to the proposed increases to the solid waste service rates; (2) provide the location of the identified parcel (by 
street address or assessor’s parcel number (APN); and (3) include the name and signature of the property owner or tenant 
submitting the protest.  Written protests may be submitted by mail or in person to the City Clerk at 1000 Spring Street,
Paso Robles, CA 93446, or at the Public Hearing on September 15, 2015 (date, time, and location noted above), provided 
they are received prior to the close of the Public Hearing, which will occur when the public testimony on the proposed 
increases and adjustments is concluded.  Any protest submitted via e-mail or other electronic means will not be accepted.
Please identify on the front of the envelope for any written protest, whether mailed or submitted in person to the City 
Clerk, Attn:  Public Hearing on Solid Waste Rate Increases.   

The City Council will hear and consider all written protests and oral comments to the proposed rate increases at the Public 
Hearing.  Oral comments at the Public Hearing will not qualify as formal protests unless accompanied by a written 
protest.  Upon the conclusion of the Public Hearing, the City Council will consider adoption of a resolution authorizing 
the rate increases to the City’s solid waste service fees as described in this notice.  If written protests against the proposed 
rate increases and adjustments to the solid waste service fees as outlined above are not presented by a majority of property 
owners of the identified parcels and tenants upon which the solid waste service fee are proposed to be imposed, the City 
Council will be authorized to impose the respective rate increases and adjustments.  If adopted, the proposed rate 
increases to the solid waste service fees will be in effect beginning January 1, 2016, with increases annually thereafter 
for four years, as shown in the table above. For more information or questions about the proposed solid waste 
service rate increases, you may contact the Department of Public Works at (805) 237-3861 or visit the website 
for the Paso Robles solid waste rates at www.prcity.com/solidwaste.


